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Dear ………….

As a dedicated South Australian Merino stud sheep breeder we invite you to attend a field day at Turretfield on Tuesday December 7th for an update on progress that has occurred since the AWI funded Selection Demonstration Flock (SDF) project concluded in 2006.

Since 2006 SARDI has maintained a small nucleus selection flock based on ewes from the 6 original SDF flocks. The objective since 2006 has been to breed polled, highly fertile, plain bodied, productive sheep using a combination of visual selection and the Sheep Genetics (SG) MERINOSELECT 7% Dual Purpose index. Details of the selection process since 2006 are in the accompanying handout.  

In the last 2 years, in addition to home-bred sires, we have also used prominent Industry AI sires. 
The December field day will feature 2009 and 2010 drop progeny from Collinsville (Mr. Majestic), Ridgeway, Kamora Park, Minta and Brimanna sires, in addition to progeny of home bred sires
The 2009 drop, as detailed in the attached handout, feature very well as trait leaders for clean fleece weight, bodyweight and number of lambs weaned, in the SG database, placing them in the top 10% Australia wide.

The figures for the 2009 drop can be viewed on the SG website 


www.sheepgenetics.org.au

Select: Merinoselect,

Select: Search,

Select: Basic search, 

Stud: Turretfield DP, 

Sex: male,

Drop: 2009,

Rams highlighted in blue are leaders (top 10% Australia wide) for that trait.

We realise that the December date will not suit everybody given that harvest will be well under way - hopefully a good one. Nevertheless we would love to see you there.

We have structured the program with the sheep inspection and key speakers in the morning for those who can only commit for a half day with lunch and optional property inspection in the afternoon for those who can stay longer.
At the field day we would like to discuss the option of selling genetics (rams and semen) from the Turretfield flock. We no longer receive funding to maintain this flock. We would dearly love to sell 20-30 rams each year to cover the costs associated with AI and measurement. We would offer the rams as 18-20 month old, after their second shearing in January each year. All rams would be offered with full SG MERINOSELECT Australian Breeding Values. 

By offering 20-30 rams by private selection in late January / February after the main ram selling season is over we do not believe we would be unfairly competing with commercial stud sales.
In addition to exceptional SG ASBV’s we believe the Turretfield flock has the visual conformation and wool quality attributes that warrant sales to Industry and commercial producers.

If you cannot attend the field day we would still like to hear your views by contacting us at the numbers below.

We would also like to hear which Industry sires you would like to see us use in 2011 - we have the opportunity to test 2-3 through AI as long as we can finance the cost through sale of rams / semen.

We are really excited by the progress we have made in the Turretfield DP flock in recent years through using a combination of visual selection, measurement and SG MERINOSELECT ASBV’s. We would love to have you inspect our latest progeny, either on December 7th or through appointment.
Kind regards
Darryl Smith, 

0401 122 176 

darryl.smith@sa.gov.au
Kaylene Jaensch, 
0401 122 160 

kaylene.jaensch@sa.gov.au
Forbes Brien, 

0427 004 066 

forbes.brien@sa.gov.au
Michelle Hebart, 
0417 837 948 

michelle.hebart@sa.gov.au
SARDI Livestock & Farming Systems, Livestock Breeding & Genetics Unit.
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